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HANDICAP APPEAL FORM  
 
APPELLANT INFORMATION: 

 

NAME: ____________________________   YACHT CLUB: _______________ 
 

PHONE:_______________________  email: ___________________________ 
 
Appellant's yacht: 
 

Name:__________________________ Type:__________________________ Sail #:__________ 
 

Current base boat rating: ___________ 
 
HANDICAP APPEAL INFORMATION: 

 

Yacht being appealed: 
 

Name:__________________________ Type:__________________________ Sail #:__________ 
 

Current base boat rating: ___________ 
 
REASON FOR APPEAL: 
Please provide a succinct outline of the reason for this appeal.  Forward the completed Appeal Form to the BC Sailing 
Offices accompanied by a copy of your current PHRFBC Certificate, any supporting documentation 
including a list of owners who support your appeal, and a complete list of race results for the relevant season. 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 __________________________________________ ___________________________ 
       Appellant's signature          Date 
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Appeal of change in PHRF base ra5ng for Newport 30-II 
 
At the Spring 2024 Handicappers Commi8ee Mee:ng on March 14, item 4 included a suggested lower 
PHRF ra:ng for Newport 30-II “Aria”. The assessment result was to lower the Newport 30-II base boat 
ra:ng by 13 points to 192, making Aria’s as-sailed ra:ng 213, down from 226. (Note: No no:ce of this 
review was provided to Aria’s owner/skipper ahead of this mee:ng, despite this being BC Sailing’s 
policy.) 
 
PHRF is designed to allow dissimilar boats to compete fairly such that the race is based on the skill of 
the crew rather than the equipment. For a class of boat to need a lower ra:ng, the boats would need 
to be winning a dispropor:onate number of races in their fleets. Aria is one of only two Newport 30-
IIs racing in BC.  
 
The only other Newport 30-II racing in BC is “Sal:re” of the Royal Victoria Yacht Club, racing with a 
PHRF of 210 in the Summer 2024 Division 3 LD Wed series. This boat’s single best finish was 4th place 
out of 7 boats. In all other races, the boat re:red or finished last.  
Results taken from: h1ps://theclubspot.com/rega1a/kjrcUe9CIJ/results?class_id=SdGGwud7qI 
 
There is no evidence that Aria was out-performing the PHRF of 226 at the :me of this change. Aria 
had won 5 of the 71 races she competed in, a winning percentage of 7%. She placed between 2nd and 
11th in all series, with an average finish of 4.6. Her best series results were obtained because of regular 
a8endance at races. For example, in Fall 2023, she placed 2nd in the series, but only 4 boats competed 
in at least 7 races that were counted.  
 
Included in the results a8ached is also the first series Aria raced with the new ra:ng of 213: Spring 
2024. She finished 10th, with no single finish higher than 6th. This shows that the adjusted ra:ng is too 
low, making the boat uncompe::ve with the fleet. 
 
Aria has never completed a race outside the SCYC sailing club. She entered the Round Bowen race 
twice and failed to complete in the allo8ed :me in the Cruising division.  
 
PHRF History: Aria had raced in 13 race series with the Sunshine Coast Yacht Club star:ng in Winter 
2021 un:l the :me of this Spring 2024 mee:ng. From Winter 2021 un:l Spring 2023, she competed 
with an as-sailed ra:ng of 229. The ra:ng was lowered to 226 in Summer 2023 when she got a folding 
propeller. Note: In Fall 2023, she raced at 208 when she flew a spinnaker in a few races, deduc:ng 18 
points as outlined in the ra:ng cer:ficate. 
 
As you can see from the summary of results below, Aria did not win a dispropor:onate number of 
races. She won about 1 in 7 races in recent series with a fleet that consists of about 7 boats that 
regularly race. Aria’s performance improved aeer extensive bo8om work and new sails, but PHRF is 
based on performance with a clean bo8om and new sails. The skipper and crew have also improved, 
which is what the race is supposed to be based on. The change in ra:ng to the class of boat is 
unfounded. I am asking that this ra:ng change issued in Spring 2024 be repealed. 
 
-Clifford Su8on, skipper  
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SCYC 
Series Year 

Total 
Races 
Sailed 

Races 
Counted 

Boats that 
Competed in 
# of Races 
Counted 

Aria's 
Series 
Result 

Aria 
Race 
Wins 

Races 
Aria 
Raced  

Winter 2021 6 6 6 11 0 6 * 
Spring 2021 8 7 7 9 0 8 * 
Summer 2021 8 7 2 6 0 2  
Fall 2021 4 4 2 6 0 2  
Winter 2022 6 5 5 3 0 6  
Spring 2022 7 6 1 4 0 5  
Summer 2022 8 7 3 2 1 8  
Fall 2022 7 6 0 4 1 3  
Winter 2023 5 4 4 3 0 5  
Spring 2023 7 6 5 2 1 7  
Summer 2023 8 5 4 5 1 7  
Fall 2023 8 7 4 2 0 7  
Winter 2024 7 6 5 3 1 5  
         

 Total Total Total Average Average Total Total 
% 
Wins 

 13 89 76 3.7 4.6 5 71 7% 
         

*Aria is named Airplay on the early 2021 results. These 
early results can be found here: 
https://www.scycsailing.ca/winter2021seriesresults 
https://www.scycsailing.ca/spring-2021-series-results 
https://www.scycsailing.ca/summer-2021-series-
results 
https://www.scycsailing.ca/fall-2021-series-results 
These results do not fit on one screen for easy display.     

 
 
Results from 2022, 2023, and the first half of 2024 are a8ached. 
 

https://www.scycsailing.ca/winter2021seriesresults
https://www.scycsailing.ca/spring-2021-series-results
https://www.scycsailing.ca/summer-2021-series-results
https://www.scycsailing.ca/summer-2021-series-results
https://www.scycsailing.ca/fall-2021-series-results
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